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A Language Study Based on a Corpus:
An Attempt to Make a Vocabulary List with a Corpus Analyzer

Takahiro IwaNAKA
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11155 124 82 0 206
ability 1 0 0 1 0.48
absorber 1 0 0 1 0.48
acre 0 1 0 1 0.48
advantage 2 0 0 2 0.97
ago 5 0 0 5 2.42
alternation 1 0 0 1 0.48
ancestor 1 3 0 4 1.94
animal 1 2 0 3 1.45
area 0 1 0 1 0.48
arrival 1 0 0 1 0.48
attachment 1 0 0 1 0.48
Australopithecus 5 0 0 5 2.42
baboon 0 3 0 3 1.45
band 1 0 0 1 0.48
being 4 0 0 4 1.94
box 0 1 0 1 0.48
buttock 1 0 0 1 0.48
century 1 0 0 1 0.48




chimp 1 2 0 3 1.45
climate 3 0 0 3 1.45
combination 1 0 0 1 0.48
comeback 0 1 0 1 0.48
competition 2 0 0 2 0.97
cousin 1 0 0 1 0.48
cup 1 0 0 1 0.48
day 1 0 0 1 0.48
degree 0 1 0 1 0.48
descent 1 0 0 1 0.48
diet 3 1 0 4 1.94
digger 0 1 0 1 0.48
eater 1 0 0 1 0.48
equator 1 0 0 1 0.48
evolution 1 0 0 1 0.48
explosion 1 0 0 1 0.48
extinction 1 0 0 1 0.48
eye 0 1 0 1 0.48
fact 2 0 0 2 0.97
family 1 3 0 4 1.94
fang 0 1 0 1 0.48
finger 0 1 0 1 0.48
food 1 0 0 1 0.48
foot 2 0 0 2 0.97
footnote 1 0 0 1 0.48
forebear 0 1 0 1 0.48
forest 0 1 0 1 0.48
Fossil 1 0 0 1 0.48
four 3 0 0 3 1.45
fruit 1 0 0 1 0.48
gait 1 0 0 1 0.48
game 1 0 0 1 0.48
glacier 0 2 0 2 0.97
gorilla 0 2 0 2 0.97
grassland 1 0 0 1 0.48
greenhouse 1 0 0 1 0.48
hallmark 1 0 0 1 0.48
hands 2 0 0 2 0.97
hardship 1 0 0 1 0.48
hip 0 2 0 2 0.97
hominid 1 13 0 14 6.79
Homo 4 0 0 4 1.94
hunter 0 1 0 1 0.48
ingredient 0 1 0 1 0.48
insect 0 1 0 1 0.48
intelligence 1 0 0 1 0.48
interruption 0 1 0 1 0.48




jaw 3 2 0 ) 2.42
leopard 1 1 0 2 0.97
life 2 0 0 2 0.97
male 0 1 0 1 0.48
mammoth 0 1 0 1 0.48
man 3 0 0 3 1.45
member 0 1 0 1 0.48
menu 1 0 0 1 0.48
mile 0 1 0 1 0.48
nature 1 0 0 1 0.48
niche 1 0 0 1 0.48
organization 1 0 0 1 0.48
pelvis 1 0 0 1 0.48
pemman 0 1 0 1 0.48
period 0 3 0 3 1.45
plain 0 6 0 6 2.91
planet 1 0 0 1 0.48
pollution 1 0 0 1 0.48
predator 0 1 0 1 0.48
rainfall 1 0 0 1 0.48
recipe 1 0 0 1 0.48
scientist 0 1 0 1 0.48
shard 0 1 0 1 0.48
shellfish 1 0 0 1 0.48
side 2 0 0 2 0.97
size 2 0 0 2 0.97
specialist 0 1 0 1 0.48
species 6 0 0 6 2.91
spine 1 0 0 1 0.48
stance 1 0 0 1 0.48
stardom 1 0 0 1 0.48
story 2 0 0 2 0.97
success 1 0 0 1 0.48
teeth ) 0 0 ) 2.42
temperature 0 1 0 1 0.48
ten 2 0 0 2 0.97
thighbone 0 1 0 1 0.48
tiger 0 1 0 1 0.48
time 2 0 0 2 0.97
upon 1 0 0 1 0.48
vulnerability 1 0 0 1 0.48
ways 2 0 0 2 0.97
weapon 1 1 0 2 0.97
wildlife 1 0 0 1 0.48
world 3 0 0 3 1.45
year 0 9 0 9 4.36
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(1) It is often thought that man’s ancestors stood upright to free their hands for using
weapons and tools, but the first hominids or upright “ape-men” appeared about four
million years ago-several million years before the great explosion in intelligence and use

of tools took place. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]Zl/1>

(2) The first hominids had brains little larger than any other ape and the only immediate
advantage that walking gave them was that they could trek miles across the landscape
each day in search of food and shelter. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]3

(3) For the hominids to survive their early years on the exposed plains, they must have

depended upon having close-knit social groups, compensating for their vulnerability by

being alert and organized. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agell6



(4) It was what allowed monkeys, Like baboons, successfully to join the hominids on the
plains. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]8

(5) Whatever the combination of factors that allowed early hominids to survive on the
plains, they moved in a relatively short time from an awkward chimplike shuffle to a
flowing stride. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]ll

(6 ) The thighbones sloped together until they almost touched at the knee, giving a
knock-kneed look and allowing hominids to put one foot efficiently in front of the other.
[How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]l4

(7) In next to no time, the first hominids had human hips and legs to match the human
arms and shoulders gained in the tree-swinging period. [How Our Ancestors Survived
the Ice Agel]l7

(8) The first hominids had human legs and bodies but small apelike heads. [How Our
Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]22

(9) Although they had slightly larger brains than the average ape, the real increases in
brain size did not take place until long after the hominids had made a success of walking.
[How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]23

(10) Indeed, even when hominids had got this close to being human, it was still possible
that the human tripling in brain size that was to come might never have happened.
[How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]24

(11) Scientists have only a sketchy picture of the several species of hominids that lived on
the African plains about three to four million years ago. [How Our Ancestors Survived
the Ice Agel]29

(12) One line of hominids was slimly built and quickly developed a weak jaw yet large
brain. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]32

(13) Both ways of life were fine for a while and the two families of hominids appear to

have lived side by side. [How Our Ancestors Survived the Ice Agel]39
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198),

Learners of English as a foreign or second language, like learners of any lan-
guage, have traditionally devoted themselves to mastering words...their pronun-
ciation, forms, and meanings. However, if they wish to acquire active mastery of
English, that is, if they wish to be able to express themselves fluently and accu-
rately in speech and writing, they must learn to cope with the combination of
words into phrases, sentences, and texts.

Students must learn how words combine or ‘collocate’ with each other. In any

case, certain words regularly combine with certain other words or grammatical

constructions. (Benson et al. 1997:ix)
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