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Reading I/1l, Writing |/1l, Oral Presentation 1/ll, Advanced English Seminar

Department of English

Associate Professor Marsha Hayashi

In this paper I will explain the classes in the Intensive English Program that I am teaching to first,
second and third year students. In particular I will explain Reading I/1I and Writing I/1I for first year
students, Oral Presentation I/II for second year students and Advanced English Seminar for third
year students. First I would like to explain the aim of each class, second how I am teaching the class-
es and lastly the results being achieved.

In the first year I teach Speaking/Listening, Reading and Writing. Classes are taught in English and
there is an English only policy for students. These classes are taught separately, but with an inter-
dependent focus. The aim of Reading I/1I is to give students practice in reading both short and long
passages for comprehension and fluency and to develop study skills for vocabulary development. The
aim of Writing I/11 is to give students practice in developing writing skills for practical purposes on a
variety of topics as well as learning the basics of writing for research purposes. _

In the second year I teach Oral Presentation I/II. The aim of Oral Presentation I/II is to study
speaking and listening intensively in order to develop vocabulary, understand common expressions
and practice proper usage of grammar. Students also give short talks based on topics in the textbook.
This class is in preparation for the third year Oral Presentation classes, which result in full power
point presentations.

In the third vear I teach Advanced English Seminar I/II. The aim of Advanced English Seminar I/
II is to examine a foreign society and culture in depth. After studying various aspects of culture, stu-
dents choose a research topic that they are interested in and produce a research paper. One research
paper is required each semester.

Next I would like to explain how I teach the classes. As I previously stated, Reading I/1I and Writ-
ing I/1I for first year students are separate classes, but are taught interdependently with Speaking/
Listening classes. Speaking and Listening is taught as one class, Reading is taught as one class and
Writing is taught as one class as well. The three classes have the same students in them. One text-
book and workbook is used to teach the four skills in these three classes. Students sit in pairs and
have a different partner for every class period.

In Reading I/1I, I have students read the reading passage in the text and answer the questions.
Students work with a partner or in groups to check their answers. With a long passage I will usually
divide the class into two groups and have half of the group read one section and the other half read
the other section. Each group will answer questions about their own section. After checking their an-

swers with their own groups, I will have them pair up with someone from the opposite group. Using
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the answers to their questions, they must explain what they read to their partner. While reading a
passage, I ask students to circle any new words. I then go around and ask them to tell me what they
are. I write them on the board and go over the meanings. I ask students to make a vocabulary note-
book and write down new words and their meanings as well as practice pronouncing them. I then
have students practice reading out loud by themselves and together as a class and one by one for the
class. I encourage everyone to make a vocabulary notebook.

In addition to this, I require that the students read at least 50,000 words using “Graded Readers”
outside of class as homework each semester. Students are required to take an online quiz for each
book they read and I require book reports for six books. Every two weeks they hand in a book report.
Each student first introduces her book in a group and then introduces the book to the whole class.
The student introduces the title, level, publisher, number of pages, a brief description of the story
and whether she recommends the book or not. I then ask a brief question to each student about their
book. Afterward each student is asked which book sounded interesting to them and what they would
like to read. They must tell me the title and if in doubt, their classmate tells them again. They read
many more than six books for the online quizzes, to reach the goal of at least 50,000 words.

Writing 1/11 is often connected to topics we have done in the Speaking/Listening and Reading class.
Students read sample writing in their textbooks and answer questions. Students are taught symbols,
which I use when pointing out mistakes in their writing. For example, T= tense, Prep= preposition,
Gr= grammar, WO=word order, WW= wrong word, P= punctuation and SP= spelling. Students think
about and correct their own writing. Students are asked to write and type a first draft which I cor-
rect using the symbols described previously. Then they are required to write and type a second draft.
Students have a midterm and final examination. Examples of kinds of writing are blogs, email, story-
telling, biography, writing an opinion, describing a place and a person, writing about pros and cons of
a topic, a town or city, how to link ideas together and a thank you note.

In addition to this, I have students write in a journal weekly. I collect the journals and write a reply.
During vacation times students write five or six entries in their journal. This is free writing and I do
not correct it.

Oral Presentation I/II is taught to second year students. I start this class with pair work, Students
greet their partner and ask what's new? I then ask each student to speak about what's new and I
ask questions. We then start work in the text. The majority of the class time is spent speaking with a
partner. Students are asked to speak and give opinions based on exercises in the textbook. They are
also asked to give a short talk in English on assigned topics. Students join overseas programs in the
second year, so some students are preparing to go abroad in the second semester and some students
join the class in the second semester after studying abroad in the first semester. Some topics covered
are ice breakers and how to meet people and make friends, the workplace and the types of jobs avail-

able, hobbies and interests, how students use their time for everyday tasks and playing games and
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sports. This class is in preparation for the third year Oral Presentation III/IV classes in which stu-
dents make power point presentations resulting in an Oral Presentation Contest. A midterm and final
examination is given in this class.

In Advanced English Seminar, taught in the third year, students study about a country and its cul-
ture. In my class we study about present day issues such as the family, education and healthcare in
the United States. Using a DVD and a textbook, we examine various social issues. Students write a
one page paper, typed and in English on each issue. For example; issues examined are healthcare and
the insurance system, divorce and consequences for children, remarriage and blended families, and
education in inner-city schools. The one page papers are based on questions I give students about the
movies we watch. Students discuss their opinions in class based on the one page reports they have
written as homework.

Students also learn about the states and their locations. 2016 was an election year in the US, so
students could follow the voting state by state on the Internet or television. In addition to the text-
book, students read additional books about American history and culture in class and take notes from
them in preparation for their main research papers. A one thousand word research paper in English
is required each semester. Students can choose the topic that they are interested in. The students and
I discuss the topics to determine whether they are appropriate, not too wide or too narrow. Students
are required to give credit for all materials used, both text and web, in a “Works Cited” page at the
end of their paper. Examples of titles previously chosen were the US. Presidential Election, School
Lunches in the US. and Japan, Redwood Forests in California, Ivy League Universities and American
Independence, among many others. Students start by writing an introduction and then discuss with
me what will be three major points they would like to research about their topic. Students work for
several weeks refining their papers and complete them in the second to the last week of the semes-
ter. In the last class, students speak to the class about their research.

Finally I would like to explain about the results achieved. In Reading class students read a large
quantity of “Graded Readers.” Some may read as many as 40 books. These are all recorded online
and I can look at their progress at any time. Although the goal is reading 50,000 words a semester,
some students read two or three times this amount or more. Almost every student achieves the goal
of 100,000 words for the year. As for the textbook reading, students learn to read faster and pay at-
tention to the details. They also become more aware of vocabulary and the importance of making a
vocabulary notebook to help them review and retain vocabulary.

In Writing class, students seem to make great progress. Many of them did not know how to write
in paragraphs when they started and seemed to write sentence by sentence, not following the line all
the way from left to right. They learn how to connect and combine sentences and the importance of
bringing organization and logic to their writing. They also learn how to describe things using detail

and how to link ideas together. They get practice in English typing which is time consuming at first,



but gradually becomes easier. Through their journal writing, students come to be more fluent and
faster writers. Many students seem to enjoy writing about what is meaningful to them.

In Oral Presentation class students improve their speaking ability and become motivated to speak
with more confidence about their opinions. Students who are going to study abroad become highly
motivated to practice in preparation for life in a foreign country. Those students who join the class in
the second semester after studying abroad, bring their new- found ideas to the classroom discussions.
Having each student speak about their news at the beginning of each class helps me to know what is
going on with each student; to see their progress or any problems and is a good way to set the tone
for the class.

In Advanced English Seminar, students are given the opportunity to study about a subject in Eng-
lish. The main focus is on the content and how the student can understand the subject matter. Stu-
dents are introduced to things that may be completely new to them, and they are asked to research
things that they are interested in. A focus is put on writing and students learn about writing for re-
search purposes. This is good preparation for the writing they will do in their fourth year when they
write their graduation thesis. Students also have to explain to their classmates what they have re-
searched, which is an added challenge for them as they decide on what are the most important things
they would like to tell others. Students seem to enjoy listening to their classmates’ presentations on

various topics that are new to them.
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